
Counterfeit & Illegal Pesticides

smuggling

caused by unregulated international trade

Solution: 

Customs and Pesticide Regulators working together

within countries

between countries



False statements in pesticide documents

What should pesticide regulators do?

Withdraw registrations?

What should customs do?

Seize product?

Smuggling?



International shipping - customs

Crisis at import  - pesticide documents

Issue:  No links between export & import documents for pesticides

Solution:  Link shipping documents (export to import)

Import customs need to know if the active ingredients / pesticides are: 

• legal

• registered

• what is stated on the import documents (!)

• from legal exporters

• from legal factories

Registered with ICAMA

SUPPORT ICAMA regulations and database!



Pesticide regulators

Crisis:  “Fake factories” making pesticides

Issue:  Factories don’t always exist

Solution:  Transparency in regulatory documents

Do the regulators know the AI manufacturer?

• Factory registered with ICAMA? 

• Do regulators inspect the factories?

Support ICAMA regulations and database!



Responsibility

Who are the “Counterfeiters”?

Who is primarily responsible (liable) for counterfeit?

The actual Counterfeiters (obvious!)

Are they the only persons responsible?



Responsibility

Exporters of active ingredients to counterfeiters

Exporters:  „We didn‟t know dealing with counterfeiters!‟

„

Issue:  ‘Knew or Should Have Known’ exporting to counterfeiters?

Exporter Solution:   Know Your Customer – do not ship to counterfeiters

Legal  trend of third party liability for counterfeits:

e-Bay cases

Tourists in airports

Bankers

Cigarette smugglers

Landlords

Who will pay for storage and destruction costs of counterfeit pesticides and AIs?



CropLife collaboration with China (Icama)

Shanghai export fairs:  Know Your Customer



Paraguay – “Customers” of exporters

First raid of illegal pesticide factory by 

regulators and police April 9, 2008



Paraguay - April 9, 2008



Paraguay - April 9, 2008



Paraguay - Raid, April 9, 2008



Paraguay – customs action 
Seizure: 16,000 Liters of Glyphosate 

19 Nov 08  

 Container contents fraudulently declared as Imidazole

Facts:

• EXPORTER
– Registered exporter with ICAMA

– Commercial invoice NOT authentic

– participated in the Shanghai Export fair

Issue: Who lied about the pesticides?

Answer:  The IMPORTER

Exporter failed to check identity of their customer who was a criminal.

Croplife assist exporter.



Paraguay – customs seizure of illegal AI



Paraguay – who pays for storage & destruction?



Paraguay



Paraguay –media coverage



Azoxistrobina (AZ) disguised as another chemical
25 Nov 08

 Information received from pesticide authority re illegal shipment.

 Declared as (E)-2-(2-(6-Chloropyrimidin-4-Yloxy)Phenyl)-3-
Methoxyacrylate, but suspected to contain AZ.

 Retention of product carried out by Prosecutor.

 According to “lab test” chemical was NOT AZ, but precursor chemical.

Facts:

• Exporter in China listed in the internet as a clothing and shoe 
manufacturer, sent product to Paraguay by air via Miami.

• Commercial Invoice issued but companies do NOT exist. 

ISSUE: Sharp increase in counterfeiting of AZ related product thereafter!

Paraguay – customs action



Paraguay –media coverage



Multi-Container Seizure

16 Dec 08

 Three containers seized following departure from the Port of Villeta, product 
imported by company XXX without pesticide regulatory authorization.

 Containing: 23,520 kilos of Methomyl 90%, 3,500 kilos of Flutriafol 80%, and 
1,000 kilos of Imazethapyr 70% 

Facts: 

 NO exporter or shipper declared on shipping documentation

 Three manufacturers listed on packaging:
 TaiAn Tianyi Chemical Co. Ltd, China Continental (Methomyl)

 NO  ICAMA registration

 Shangyu Nutrichem Co. Ltd., China Continental (Flutriafol)
 NO registrations in ICAMA for Flutriafol

 Pilot Plant of Shenyang Research Institute of Chemical Industry, China 
Continental (Imazethapyr)
 NO  ICAMA registration

Paraguay – customs action



Paraguay - seizure



Paraguay – illegal pesticides seized 

All destined for smuggling into Brazil



Paraguay



Paraguay –media coverage



EXPORTERS  Know Your Customer

IMPORTERS  Shipping documents correct?

REGULATORS  Fraud in registration documents?

CUSTOMS  Verify shipping documents

 Work with pesticide regulators

International trade

How to avoid active ingredient being shipped to counterfeiters



EU 

imports of counterfeit pesticides

Lessons learned from Paraguay

Fraud

Smuggling

Counterfeiting

Organized Crime

European Union

Case study

January 2010
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EU

• Hungarian customs

• German customs

• German BWA (Plant Protection)

• German Harbour Police

• Slovenia customs

• Lithuanian  customs, police

• EUROPOL

US

• Homeland Security 
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28th March 2009

Truck suspected of carrying 

counterfeit cigarettes enters 

Hungary

Truck followed to warehouse

All shipments seized and found to 

comprise of counterfeit pesticides

Documentation shows:

Product shipped by 

Shenzhen RRRRR,. Ltd (China)

Product shipped on behalf of 

TRADECRAFT(Panama)

Destination Customs warehouse, 

Nyiregyhaza (Hungary)

Numerous previous shipments     

identified



9th April 2009      Budapest Airport 5:30 am

Hainan Airlines HU 481 arrives from Beijing
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Budapest Airport 

Customs discover

4 tons of

COUNTERFEIT

PESTICIDES
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Documents states 

“Emulsifier”

Product not only 

mis-labelled 

counterfeit but…

FLASHPOINT of 24C

Danger to aircraft
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Corresponding 

documentation:

Schenzhen RRRRR

FALSE: 

Consignees

Descriptions

Panama?!
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Invoice shows:

Product shipped by 

Shenzhen RRRR Co,. Ltd 

(China)

Product Shipped on behalf 

of TRADECRAFT(Panama)

Destination Customs 

warehouse, (Hungary)

“EMULSIFIER” now known to 

be mislabelled pesticides
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One document shows 

shipment of 

“Emulsifier” through 

Hamburg (GERMANY)

Again, bound for 

Customs warehouse in 

Nyiregyhaza (Hungary) 
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From documents: total known shipments of 

“emulsifier” only through Koper port: 

283 tonnes (not seized!)
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March/April 2009

Counterfeiters change 

routes

Three containers arrive 

at Koper but are re-

routed via ports in  

Italy to Ukraine

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://parovoz.com/gallery/UAOD/ferry-ilyichevsk4.jpg&imgrefurl=http://parovoz.com/spravka/ferries.html&usg=__HgJEBEuOwrK8YzITp7xr5t_G9vY=&h=694&w=800&sz=105&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=5zR3Dw4Gpwc4OM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=Ilyichevsk&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
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Ukraine Seizure 

July 11th 2009

3 Containers

COUNTERFEIT PESTICIDES  

Used on food chain 

in Ukraine?

Export crops?



37

All “known” shipments to EU May 2008 – May 2009

17 individual consignments tracked
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Exporter of counterfeit 

pesticides to the EU:

MR. Xxxxx IDENTIFIED

Manager Shenzhen RRRRR Trading Co., 

Ltd. since November 2008

Ex-employee of Shenzhen MMMM Dev. 

Co., Ltd

Russian language graduate

24 Years old
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June 2009 

Exporter xxxxx states:

• He hides the “real” pesticide name

• He fully deals with customs to prepare for 
fake export license/documents
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Shenzhen RRRRR Co., Ltd

xxxx

xxxx

xxxx

xxxx

Futian District

Shenzhen City

China

Run by Mr. XXXXX



Europol meeting

The Hague

Dec 15, 2009

Documentary evidence provided

Europol issue emergency “notification”
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Jan 4, 2010

Hamburg seizure

28 tons of counterfeit pesticides 

Three containers



Shipping documents show:

Three containers  of counterfeit pesticides exported 

from China by one company:

Shenzhen  MMMM

Prior employer of Mr. XXXXX 
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Next steps in prosecution?

Counterfeiters from China to EU have been 

identified, including delivery companies.

What are the police, authorities, and regulators 

doing in the follow up of these identified 

counterfeiters and their co-conspirators?

Counterfeiters continue to import into the EU.
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Questions for customs and regulators:

What should be done if documents, companies, and 

people do NOT exist?

Stop import?

Cancel pesticides registrations?

DANGER - HEALTH AND SAFETY! 

not just “trademark counterfeiting” 
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New EU risk looks like Paraguay!

Counterfeiters will now ship only active ingredient

Counterfeit packaging will be shipped separately

Solution:  ICAMA database on exporters 

available to customs and regulators? 

Solution:  Should documents from export to 

import follow the AI and pesticides?
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