
Registered Office: 17 Claygate Avenue, Harpenden, Herts, AL5 2HE England; Registered in England No: 984076. 

CIPAC 

 
COLLABORATIVE INTERNATIONAL PESTICIDES ANALYTICAL COUNCIL LIMITED 

 
Commission Internationale des Méthodes d'Analyse des Pesticides (CIMAP) 

 

 

 
 

 

Internet: http://www.cipac.org 

 

CIPAC INFORMATION SHEET No. 300 
 Your Ref:  

 Our Ref: LB 

5 December 2013 

Determination of toluene as relevant impurity in formulations 
 

Dear Colleague, 

 

This is to inform you that the German speaking working group for plant protection product analytics (DAPA) is 

planning to organize a collaborative trial on a method for determining low levels of toluene as relevant impurity in 

formulated products.  

Principle: Toluene content is determined by headspace capillary gas chromatography (column with low-medium 

polarity stationary phase: 6% cyanopropylphenyl/94% dimethylpolysiloxane, e.g. DB-624, or equivalent, 30 m x 0.32 

mm (i.d.), 1.8 μm film thickness), helium carrier gas and flame ionisation or mass spectrometric detection. 

Quantification is done by internal standardization.  

Scope: It is intended to analyze 5 samples consisting of 5 formulations (EC, FS, SC, WG). Samples, analytical standard 

and internal standard will be supplied. 

Time schedule: The collaborative trial is intended to be carried out during January – March 2014. Those who wish to 

participate should contact the organiser by 15 January 2014. 

Note: Laboratories must have the necessary headspace instrumentation with the appropriate injection system - either a 

fixed transfer line to the GC or a gastight syringe (PAL-autosampler or equivalent). The trial is limited to maximum 15 

participating laboratories because of the availability of samples. The selection is done based on the application order. 

 

Contact: 

Robert Kettner 

Syngenta Crop Protection Münchwilen AG 

Im Breitenloh 5   Tel: +41(0)628685255 

4333 Münchwilen      Fax: +41(0)628685604 

Switzerland e-mail: robert.kettner@syngenta.com 

  

Yours sincerely 

 
 L. Bura 

             Secretary 

SECRETARY: 

Mr László Bura 

European Food Safety Authority 

Via Carlo Magno 1A – I-43126 Parma, Italy 

 Telephone: +39 0521 036 827 

 Telefax: +39 0521 036 0827 

 E-Mail:  laszlo.bura@efsa.europa.eu 

 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 

Mrs Sonia Tessier 

Chemicals Regulation Directorate of the Health and 

Safety Executive (HSE) 

Mallard House, 3 Peasholm Green 

York, YO1 7PX, United Kingdom 

 Telephone: +44 1904 455905 

 Fax: +44 1904 455711 

 E-Mail: sonia.tessier@hse.gsi.gov.uk 
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CHAIRMAN: 

Dr Ralf Hänel 

Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety 

(BVL) 

Messeweg 11/12, D-38104 Braunschweig, Germany 

 Telephone: +49 531 299 3506 

 Telefax: +49 531 299 3002 

 E-Mail:  ralf.haenel@bvl.bund.de 

 

TREASURER: 

Mr Brian E. Hocken 

17 Claygate Avenue 

Harpenden, Herts, AL5 2HE, England 

 Telephone: +44 1582 764277 

 Telefax: +44 1582 461625 

 E-Mail: brian@hockene.freeserve.co.uk 
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